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Extracts of two Letters^ nritten by the Ingenious -Mr. A data 
Martindale/0 the Publiper from Rotherton /VChdhire, 
Novemb. 12. and Nov. 26/ 1670. concerning the Dif- 
covery of a Rock of Natural Salt in that Country < 

Gentleman of good account and reputation allures 
me, that in our County there is lately found out a 
great rarity, viz. a Rod^oi Natural Salt, from which ifTues 

a vigorous fharp Brine, beyond any of the Springs made ufe 
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of in our Salt-works 5 and this not nigh any River or great 
brook^asall our Salt- fprings rn this Country are, I fhould 
fcarce have adventured to write this to you, had I not believ- 
ed, that this difcovery might perhaps prove ufefull towards 
the filling up of fome blank corfter of a Page in the Hijiory of 
Nature, However I am perfwaded, that fuch Ingenuity, as 
poflefleth the R< Society $ cannot but pardon my boldnefo, ari- 
sing from a zeal to ferve fuch Benefa&ors to Humane nature* 
And if you defire to know any more particulars concerning 
this matter, a Letter pf yours direfted * * * flull 
command me to view the place., and there to inquire after the 
circumftances, and communicate them to you, fke* 

This beingjb acceptable an offer y the. Author of the Letter was 
dejtred accordingly, to give himfelf the trouble of viewing the 
pUce himfelf: Which defire he not only hath very obligingly com~ 
plied with, but alfo imparted what he learned in that viert> y as fol- 
lows 5 

Iamjuft now ret urn *d from vifiting and viewing the Salt- 
work, and find things according to my Friends Relation 2 
Only whereas I underftood him, that no running water came 
near it, I now perceive, that he fpoke of none that was con- 
siderable, or none that might annoy it. For there runs near 
it (at leaftinthe Winter feafon) a fmallrindle (or gutter ra- 
ther ; ) but it is wholly free from all danger of overflowing 3 
which threatens all other Salt- pits in this County, every great 
!hower,through the vicinity of Rivers. 

The Rock of Salt, by the relation of the Work- men, is be- 
tween 33, and 34. yards diftant from the Surface of the Earth 5 
about 30 whereof are already digged ; and they hope [to be 
at the Flagg, which covers the Salt-rock, about three weeks 
hence* I doubt, it will be feveral months, before I can ac- 
commodate you with a parcel of it 5 that which the auger 
brought up, being long fince difpofed of, and the work-men 
mot daring to remove the Flagg, till the Frame be finifh't and 
well fetled for the fecuring of the work from the circumja- 
cent earth. The O verfeer hath proroifed to furnifti me with a 
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piece of the Rock for your ufe ; as aifb to fignifie to me the 
dme, when they intend to uncover it ; that, if poflible, we 
may make feme fuch Experiments, as you have intimated* 
That parcel of Natural Salt, which the inftrument brought 
up, divers that faw itaflure me, was as hard as AUom> and as 
pure 5 and when pulverized, became an Excellent fine and 
iharp Salt* The firft difcoverer of it was one John facfifon of 
Ualton, about Ladyday laft, as he was fearching for Coals on 
the behalf of the Lord of the Soil, William Mar bury of Mar* 
bury Enquire. This is all I can at prefent ferve you in i only 
I am confuiting diligent and experienced perfons concerning 
the pra&ife of the Agriculture of this Country, and hope ere 
long to give you fuch an account as I can ; though I cannot 
hope to difcover any thing worth the notice of that truly 
Royal Society. It will be enough to fatisfie my ambition, if I 
may but be continued in your thoughts as a Well-wiiher to 
fuch Noble perfons and ddlgns. In confidence whereof I 
fubfcribej&c. 

An Accompt given by a Fhrentin Patrician, called Jo. Bat- 
tifta Donius, concerning away ofrefioring the Salubrity of 
the Country about Rome : Extracted out of the ninth Ita- 
lian Giornale de Letterati $ and Evglffit #s fol- 
lows. 

"*He Campagne of 'Rom, ("which is that Traft of Land, 
that is deftkute of Inhabitants and Trees, and extends 
kfelf for many miles, taking m Latium, and part of the an* 
dent Sabins, and of Tufiany,) would be of great ufe to the 
State, and of fubfiftence to the people, if it could be Inhabi- 
ted without that great danger to health, which now 'tis ib 
much noted and feafd for; Phyfitians efteeming, that from 
the Sumratr-Solftice unto the Autumnal Equinox, the Air of 
it is fo bad and noxious, that it would be great raflmefs to 
dwell there : A malignity, which in former Ages it was free 
from,at kaftan that of C/tfw, who, as appears by his Letters 
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